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What are the biggest challenges for health and biotech start-ups?

Understanding how to do 
business in health care 
sector, diversity in EU

1

Financial support and 
access to investors2

Scaling out to international 
markets, access to relevant 

stakeholders3
4Implementation, regulatory 

and reimbursement by 
Health Care Payers

EIT Health have support programs to face all these challenges!  

CE mark is a mandatory for products (incl. software, tests,
etc.) that are regulated by Regulation on Medical Devices
and In vitro Diagnostics. GDPR. Clinical, economical and 
safety evidence should be provided to payers.

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:02017R0745-20230320
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:02017R0746-20230320
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02016R0679-20160504


What is EIT Health?

EU initiative to support Innovation in healthcare

- financial support
- education
- network
- access to investors

~ 50 support programs opened every year!



Europe’s largest health 
innovation community

We work with 130+ world-leading academic 
institutions, industry and businesses, health care 
regions and payors as well as start-ups and 
innovators to drive health innovation forward 



Where to get info on different support programs?
https://eithealth.eu/what-we-do/our-programmes/ https://eithealth.eu/get-involved/events-and-opportunities/

https://eithealth.eu/what-we-do/our-programmes/
https://eithealth.eu/get-involved/events-and-opportunities/


1. Understanding how to do business in health care sector, diversity in EU?

1. Mentoring and Coaching Network
2. Trainings and on-line courses – RIS Academy, Bootcamps, Summer Schools
3. Degree programs
       MSc programs

1. Science entrepreneurship in Digital Health, 4 semesters, á 1250 €, apply by 31.12.23
2. Technological Innovation in Health

PhD Module
1. PHD Biomedical Engineering and Health Systems (BEHEALSY), free, apply by 31.10.2023
2. Jumpstarter Workbook – practical guide to compile business plan
3. A Framework for Innovation in Healthcare – IML/TRL definition and steps to market
4. Support from EIT Health staff on regional level
5. i-Days - in 23 cities in October-November 2023! Grand finale in Spain

https://eithealth.eu/programmes/mentoring-and-coaching-network/
https://eithealth.eu/get-involved/events-and-opportunities/
https://eithealth.eu/programmes/master-entrepreneurship-digital-health/
https://eithealth.eu/programmes/master-innovation-health/
https://eithealth.eu/programmes/behealsy/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/jz7hbxe4bfj5tse/Jumpstarter_Workbook_Master_EIT.pdf?dl=0
https://eithealth.eu/a-framework-for-innovation-in-healthcare/
https://eithealth.eu/in-your-region/
https://eithealth.eu/programmes/i-days/


2. Financial support and access to investors

1. Big innovation projects– 1-1,5 Mio € for 2 Y, IML 5 (start-ups are in the 
central role, EIT Health partners support start-ups to enter to the market)

2. EIT Health Fast Track to EIC Accelerator – funding 2,5 Mio € for 3Y
3. EIT Health RIS Innovation Call – funding 75 000 €

4. Access to database of health sector investors, matchmaking tool –
DealRoom: https://startups.eithealth.eu/dashboard

5. Attract To Invest (for RIS countries only) and GoldTrack - prepare companies 
for successful investment rounds

6. Venture Centre of Excellence - connects with life science investors and 
European Investment Fund

https://eithealth.eu/opportunity/call-for-activities-related-to-the-flagships/
https://eithealth.eu/programmes/fast-track/
https://eithealth.eu/programmes/ris-innovation-call/
https://startups.eithealth.eu/dashboard
https://eithealth.eu/programmes/attract-to-invest/
https://eithealth.eu/programmes/gold-track/
https://eithealth.eu/programmes/venture-centre-of-excellence/


3. Implementation, regulatory and reimbursement by Health Care Payers

1. Big innovation projects – IML 5>IML 8, 1-1,5 Mio EUR for 2 Y, clinical trials to collect 
clinical evidence, GDPR, cost-benefit analysis, preparation for market launch

2. DigInnovation projects – IML 7>IML 9, 350K EUR for 9M, feasibility study in hospital 
(integration to clinical processes, incl. e-health systems), cost-benefit analysis, 
discussions with payors. Fast implementation for patient centric digital solutions. 

3. Bootcamp - Regulatory Pathways to Market
4. Guidelines for medical devices and invitro diagnostic tests
5. RegMetrics – Regulatory Platform to identify right medical device class, 

requirements, supportive standards and test houses
6. Access to consultants on regulatory via Mentoring and Coaching Network

https://eithealth.eu/opportunity/call-for-activities-related-to-the-flagships/
https://eithealth.eu/programmes/diginnovation/
https://eithealth.eu/programmes/regulatory-pathways-bootcamp/
https://health.ec.europa.eu/medical-devices-sector/new-regulations/guidance-mdcg-endorsed-documents-and-other-guidance_en
https://www.reg-metrics.com/
https://eithealth.eu/programmes/mentoring-and-coaching-network/


4. Scaling out to international markets, access to relevant stakeholders

1. Matchmaking events and EIT Health Summit (18-19.04.2024)
2. Innovation projects together with EIT Health partners
3. User Validation Lab (ULab) connects you with end-users over EU for validation
4. Bridgehead program – connecting scale-ups with top accelerators to expand to 

new markets
5. Network of collaboration leads to find suitable partner for projects, new customers
6. Access to EIT Health partners, advertise your solution in network of >5000 

professionals
7. Overview of Health Care systems in EU
8. WorkInHealth Foundation – matching recruiters and talents across the sector

https://summit.eithealth.eu/
https://eithealth.eu/opportunity/call-for-activities-related-to-the-flagships/
https://eithealth.eu/programmes/ulabs/
https://eithealth.eu/programmes/bridgehead/
https://eithealth.eu/in-your-region/
https://eithealth.eu/our-network/our-partners/
https://health.ec.europa.eu/state-health-eu/country-health-profiles_en
https://eithealth.eu/what-we-do/workinhealth-foundation/
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IDEATE
• Business plan 

bootcamps
• Educational programmes

with entrepreneurship 
and professional 
pathways

INCUBATE
• Mentorship
• Product testing & 

validation
• Entrepreneurship training
• Competitive funding 

opportunities

ACCELERATE
• Exposure to international 

investors
• Access to top talent
• Collaborate with world-

class quality experts
• Opportunities to join 

consortiums
• Network services

SCALE
• Access to new markets
• Ready-made 

international network
• Alumni network
• Think Tank thought 

leadership forum

Support programs by maturity level

SCALE

Programmes: U-labs/Living Labs & Test 
Beds, Mentoring & Coaching Network, 
Catapult 

Programmes: Bridgehead, Gold Track, EIC 
Fast Track, Venture Centre of Excellence, 
DiGinnovation

IML/TRL 1 TRL 2 TRL 3 TRL 4 TRL 5 TRL 6 TRL 7 TRL 8 TRL 9

TECHNOLOGY READINESS LEVEL

Big collaborative Innovation projects 

Launch & build your business /start-up Grow your business/scale-up

Bootcamps: Patient Innovation, Women Entrepreneurship, 
MedTech & Regulatory, Wild Card
Education programs: Innovation Days, Summer Schools, 
Fellowships, Masters & PhD modules 



Our impact so far…
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innovation projects 
supported

products or 
services brought 

to market

143 113

Innovation 

more than 2,500 
start-ups supported 

raised more than 
€1 b investment

2,500 €1 bn

Business Creation  

citizens have been 
empowered to 
foster healthier 

living and prevent 
disease

graduates and 
professionals 

trained 

143k 43,000

Education 



EIT Health support for Estonian start-ups

More information:
https://eithealth.eu/our-network/our-supported-start-ups/

Nanordica Medical
Advancing anti-bacterial 
wound care producs

Rapid molecular testing

https://eithealth.eu/our-network/our-supported-start-ups/


Medtech and Digital Health dominate the portfolio
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• Total grant distributed: 147,9M€ in the period 2016-2022*

• More than 50 % of the grant is concentrated in digital health.

*To be noted that Medtech and Digital health often overlap in projects.

9,6% 3,9%

58,4%

28,0%

% of EIT Health grant

BioTech - Diagnostics BioTech - Pharma
Digital Health MedTech

15,7%

43,0%

41,3%

% of EIT Health grant

BioTech - Diagnostics Digital Health MedTech

Total grant distributed: 31,7M€ in the period 2022-2024*

• MedTech and Digital Health clearly dominate the 
portfolio.
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EIT Health Innovators Community

Live Feed | EIT Health Innovators Community

It is a multidisciplinary community of innovators.
A community of over 3000+ members.
You can join them in building the future of healthcare.
Job opportunities, training, networking, events.

Join the Innovators Community!

LearnNetwork Co-create Get hiredTeach

https://community.eithealth.eu/ 

https://community.eithealth.eu/
https://community.eithealth.eu/


Sign up to receive News 
and Opportunities

76



Thank you!
Please don't hesitate to contact us if you have any questions!
https://eithealth.eu/the-team-scandinavia/ 

Merike.Leego@eithealth.eu

https://eithealth.eu/the-team-scandinavia/
mailto:Merike.Leego@eithealth.eu

