
• Population: 10.3 million
• Member of the European Union
• Currency: Swedish krona 
• Largest cities: Stockholm (capital), Gothenburg, Malmö
• GDP per capita: 36 643 eur
• GDP Growth: 4,3 % 
• The largest market in the Nordics
• The Swedish economy is based on services, heavy 

industries and international trade

SWEDEN (2021)



STATE, 
NATIONAL

REGIONAL 
COUNTY 

COUNCILS

(21)

LOCAL 
AUTHORITIES

MUNICIPALITIES

(290)

Policy, supervision, safety
Evaluation, follow-up 

Responsible for organising, financing, improving  
and providing health care services to all residents. 

Responsible for care of the elderly and disabled. 
Support for people suffering from long-term 
mental illness. 

THE SWEDISH HEALTHCARE SYSTEM
THREE POLITICAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE LEVELS



CHANGING DEMOGRAPHICS DEMANDS HEALTHCARE REFORMS

• A shift from hospital inpatient care towards outpatient care at hospitals and primary care facilities.

• More choice of provider, competition and privatization to support the development of primary care and pharmacy 
sector (2010, 2009).

• Private sector is seamlessly integrated into the publicly funded system.

• Continued specialization, regionalization and concentration of services within the hospital sector.

• National reforms for shortening waiting times for services.

• Ongoing work to allow for more integration of primary care and specialized care services



GOVERNMENT BUDGET 
ALLOCATIONS FOR 
LIFE SCIENCE R&D 

• Sweden invests more than 3 per cent of the 
country's GDP in R&DGovernment budget 
allocations for R&D are estimated at sek 43.5 
billion in 2022.

• At universities and colleges research funding from 
the state budget goes to R&D in medical and 
health sciences where the proportion amount to 
30 percent. 

• Vinnova, the Swedish innovation agency allocates 
an annual budget of around 3,5 billion eur in 
research and innovation and 1/3 of it goes to life 
science.

• Each year the Swedish Research Council 
allocates SEK 8 billion for research in all areas, 
over 20% goes to medical and health sicences



SWELIFE   VINNOVA MEDTECH4HEALTH

• To strengthen LS in Sweden

• Improve public health

• Reduce fragmentation

• 2 calls per years (1-5M SEK)

• Funds project that:

• Promote health

• From proof of concept

• Have a major innovation potential 

• Collaboration between LS actors

• Might need 2 different sectors

• Catalyst for more MedTech ideas

and solutions in healthcare

• A more efficient healthcare sector 

• Strengthened Medtech Industry industry.

• Different target groups

• From 300K sek to 3M sek

• Co-funding needed

Funds projects that:

• Patient centric

• Commercialization potential

• Different life science stakeholders 

involved.

• Swedish Innovation Office

• 200 employees

• Stimulate collaborations between

companies, universities, research 

institutes and the public sector

• Invests about 3M eur /year

• National Contact Point for EU calls

NATIONAL PUBLIC FUNDING TO INNOVATION



KEY NATIONAL INFRASTRUCTURES

Research Institute of Sweden

• HQ located in Gothenburg

▪ 3 000 employees 

▪ Independent, state-owned 

research institute

▪ Offers unique expertise and 130 

testbeds and demonstration 

environments

Clinical Studies Sweden

▪ Coordinating office located in 

Gothenburg

▪ Collaboration between Sweden’s six 

healthcare regions

▪ Advice and support for clinical studies

▪ Facilitate contacts with quality register 

centres, biobanks, cancer centres

AI Sweden

▪ National Center for applied AI

▪ Supported by the Swedish 

government and the public 

and private sector.

▪ To accelerate AI research 

and implementation



▪ Predictive

▪ Preventive

▪ Participatory 

▪ Proactive

▪ Self service

▪ Personalized

▪ Cost effective

▪ Evidenced- based

▪ Accesible

▪ Sustainable 

▪ Virtual and physical blended

▪ Co-created

▪ Precision medicine

▪ Interoperability and connectivity 

▪ AI and automation

▪ Clinical decision support

•

HEALTHCARE TRENDS IN SWEDEN



WEST SWEDEN



SAHLGRENSKA UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL

▪ One of northern Europe largest healthcare unit.

▪ National center for all heart surgery and transplantation

▪ Over 2 300 beds and 17000 employees

▪ € 2B in turnover

▪ Serves 1,8M inhabitants

▪ Ranked as No1 in Sweden for clinical research

▪ More than 100 associated professors

TRANSLATIONAL RESEARCH INFRASTRUCTURE 

WEST SWEDEN 

▪ One university hospital, four other major hospitals and 

several sub-specialized hospitals (public and private)

▪ 208 primary healthcare centres (public and private) 

▪ 45,000 people work in healthcare

▪ Budget: SEK 35 billion

▪ 90% of Region Västra Götaland’s total budget

Sahlgrenska 

University 

hospital

Södra 

Älvsborg 

hospital

NU-

sjukvården
Skaraborgs 

Hospital

West 

Hospitals



.

▪ Support 12 municipalities
with implementing
assistive technologies

▪ Enable companies to 
develop and test their products 
and services.

AllAgeHub PICTA Gothia Forum  Innovation Platform

TECHNOLOGY VALIDATION INFRASTRUCTURE

▪ Neutral, open arena 

for research and 

innovation in 

prehospital medical 

care ex. stroke, fall 

prevention

▪ Single point of entry for 

clinical research /trials in 

West Sweden

▪ Clinical trial centers

▪ Training

▪ Health economics

▪ Regulatory matters

▪ Product testing and validation 

at any of the region’s 

healthcare facilities.

▪ Visualizations of health care 

needs

▪ Spin off innovation ideas from 

the healthcare



REGIONAL SUPPORT TO RESEARCH AND INNOVATION

• IP / Idea verification

• Finding partners

• Advise on current grants

• Matchmaking events

• Drafting of application

• Seed /Pre-seed funding

SU Grant 

Office

RISE

SWEREA

BRG

VGR
Gothia 

Forum

GU 

Innovation 

Office

Chalmers 

Innovation 

Office

EEN
Consultants

EU SME

Support

Office

VINNOVA



H E A L T H  I N N O V A T I O N  W E S T  – S T R E N G T H E N I N G  L I F E  S C I E N C E
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1st in Sweden
World top 10 
(2019/2020)

2nd in Sweden
World top 20 
(2019/2020)

1st in Sweden
World top 3 
(2019/2020)

Best VC
By Nordic Startup 

Awards (2022)

SCIENCE PARKS AND INCUBATORS



H E A L T H  I N N O V A T I O N  W E S T  – S T R E N G T H E N I N G  L I F E  S C I E N C E

• Breaking new frontiers in Life science

• AstraZeneca global leader with 

strategic R&D site in region

• Prestigious track record

• Major investments in nucleotides, 

drug delivery and associated 

infrastructure

• The origin and epicenter of osseo-

integrated implants

• The home of world leaders; 

Mölnlycke, Essity, Getinge, 

Dentsply

• Leading material science

• Leading mobility and ICT cluster

• Mass of start-up and scale-up 

companies within health tech

• Unprecedented cross-sector 

opportunities

West Sweden Areas of excellence

Oncology
IVF and 

transplantation
Healthy aging Prevention & lifestyle Precision medicine

Healthcare delivery 

and efficiency

Runner-ups. Examples of additional areas where strong elements exist in the region

• World-class imaging infrastructure

• High-density of imaging actors

• Prominent research in computer 

vision

• Synergies with ICT/mobility
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SWEDEN IN THE RANKINGS

1. Switzerland

2. Sweden

3. United States

4. Netherlands

5. Israel

1. South Korea (4.6%)

2. Israel (4.5%)

3. Sweden (3.4%)

4. Switzerland (3.4%)

5. Japan (3.2%)

1. South Korea

2. Sweden

3. Denmark

4. Finland

5. Norway

1. Japan

2. Sweden

3. Switzerland

4. South Korea

5. Israel

1. Switzerland

2. Sweden

3. Denmark

4. Netherlands

5. Singapore

GLOBAL INNOVATION 

INDEX RANK

R&D SPENDING AS 

% OF GDP

NUMBER OF PATENT 

APPLICATIONS / CAPITA

World Competitiveness 

Index

RESEARCHER 

CONCENTRATION RANK

Source: Global Innovation Index 2019, OECD GDP spending on R&D 2017, Samuel Neaman Institute for National Policy Research 2018, OECD Venture capital investments 2017 or last available year, Bloomberg Innovation Index 2019, IMD 2021, 
Forskningsbarometern 2021 
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3

Sahlgrenska 

University Hospital

21 500
individuals will work or study 
here 2030

113 000 
square meters

SAHLGRENSKA 
LIFE

Gather industry, university and 

health care for collaboration and 

innovation 

6 billion SEK
investment



ROLE MODEL FOR PUBLIC - PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP

GoCo Health Innovation City
▪ Northern Europe’s biggest co-working area for 

healthtech innovation
▪ 200 000sqm
▪ €350M investment
▪ Next to AstraZeneca, Dentsply Sirona and Essity
▪ Capacity for 350 companies and 7 000 people

Astra Zeneca BioventureHub
▪ Over 30 innovativ companies located inside AZ 

site
▪ Sharing infrastructure and expertise with AZ
▪ Unique Private-Public Innovation Partnership 

model.
▪ Focused on the 4D of life science

Health Works 
AstraZeneca in Gothenburg
▪ Infrastructure to create and test innovation 

involving patients, healthcare and industry
▪ Focus on digital health, data, preventive, 

personalized care



SUSTAINABLE 

HEALTHCARE 

SOLUTIONS



USE OUR EXPERTISE

We provide services in the following areas:

Key facts and 

figures

Network access Assistance in building

business case

Partnering and 

investment 

opportunities

Land & property

search

Contacts with

authorities

Expat-related

Issues

Talent attraction

Iris Öhrn: iris.ohrn@businessregion.se / www.investingothenburg.com

mailto:iris.ohrn@businessregion.se
http://www.investingothenburg.com/

