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Innovation – implementation of ideas into everyday practice

There are different support programs for different Technology Rediness Levels/Busienss Rediness Levels/Innovation Maturity Levels (TRL/BRL/IML).

Read more: https://www.gaits.org/

In health tech innovation projects

https://www.gaits.org/
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EC support to innovators and start-ups

• Training programs and access to mentors and experts
• Access to network – matchmaking events
• Collection of useful information: https://commission.europa.eu/business-economy-euro_en, 

https://commission.europa.eu/research-and-innovation_en
• Financial support for (deep tech) start-ups 

https://commission.europa.eu/business-economy-euro_en
https://commission.europa.eu/research-and-innovation_en
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EIC: > €1.7 billion in 2022
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/index_en

EIT: >950 M EUR in 2022
https://eit.europa.eu/

EU financial support for start-ups and innovators

EuroStars: (national + EU support)
https://www.eurekanetwork.org/op
en-calls/

TRL/IML: 1-3 TRL/IML: 4 -10

Develop your idea till prototype phase with universities and research centers!

https://eic.ec.europa.eu/index_en
https://eit.europa.eu/
https://www.eurekanetwork.org/open-calls/
https://www.eurekanetwork.org/open-calls/
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Consortia

EIC main funding schemas in 2023
TRL1>TRL3/4

TRL3/4>TRL5/6

TRL5/6>TRL9
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More about EIC Funding
• Re-submission is allowed after 

improvements, after second “No” you 
cannot submit within 12 months. 

• Major weaknesses of the projects – lack of
understanding on market/competitions,
weak commercilaization strategy

• 20% of funding to women-led companies

• Corporate partnership program –
matchamking between start-ups and big 
industry

• Support to participate at Trade Fairs

• Support in Innovation Procurement program

• Educational programs
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https://eic.eismea.eu/community/
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European Partnership on Innovative SMEs / Eurostars
• For R&D performing SMEs (in leading role) with partners – international consortium needed (participants from at least 2 countries)

• Market-oriented: Projects must result in a marketable product in 2 years (product or service)

• All fields, there are no thematic restrictions

• Funding rules vary from country to country and your national funding body decides:
• which organisations can receive funding (financial check),
• which project activities can be funded and
• funding rates.

• In Estonian the national funding body is Entreprise Estonia, funding up to 300 000 EUR for max 36 months, co-financing 40-50%. 

• Application should be submitted via project platform (myeurekaproject.org) in English. International evaluation by 3 experts. 

• NB! Contact national funding body before submission! In Estonia: Maria Värton, maria.varton@eas.Ee, +372 627 9367 or Tiiu Treier, 
tiiu.treier@eas.Ee, +372 56601336. Contract with local organization. Success rate has been 30%, 2-3 Estonian applications funded per 
call.

• Call document, Application form in Word, Application guidelines. Call deadlines 2 x Year: next 13 April 2023. 

• https://www.eurekanetwork.org/eurostars-select-country/

mailto:maria.varton@eas.ee
https://www.dropbox.com/s/dggz2wvz63qc9aw/Eurostars%2Bcall%2Btext%2BApril%2B2023%2Bdeadline.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/m90l5shvur9916p/Application%2Bform%2Bin%2BWord%2B%28updated%2BAugust%2B2022%29.docx?dl=0
https://www.eurekanetwork.org/programmes/eurostars/guidelines
https://www.eurekanetwork.org/eurostars-select-country/
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One of the European
Commission’s ”KICs” 
(Knowledge and Innovation 
Communities).

https://eit.europa.eu/

All Communities provide:
- Funding
- Services
- Network 

Ø X-KIC activities/calls.

https://eit.europa.eu/
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Based on identified needs, we 
initiate innovation by bringing 
together education, business, and 
research.

EIT as community
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EIT Health Calls for consortiums - hospitals, universities, start-ups

More information from Call Document:
https://eithealth.eu/opportunity/call-for-activities-related-to-the-flagships/



EIT Health is supported by the EIT, 
a body of the European Union

15,9015,90

8,508,50

8,50

0,00

0,00 0,00

6,506,50

Overview of different Innovation calls
Type Service Quality Assessment 

Innovation projects
Facilitating the uptake of 
Digital Medical Devices & Diagnostics

Harnessing the full potential of health data 
for Innovation

Fast Track Start-Up Driven 
Innovation Project (DiGinnovation)

Goal Build more resilient healthcare systems 
that work based on value, not on 
volume.

Launch innovative 
patient centred Digital Medical 
Devices into the market

Unleash the full potential of health data by 
exploring the secondary use for 
the development of innovative 
technologies or solutions that deliver 
outcomes that matter to patients

Receive reimbursement for 
innovative patient-centered Digital Medical 
Devices and launch these innovations on 
the market

IML start IML 8, CE mark granted, 
only IT platform integration

IML 5 (Proof of Value) -
6 (Initial Clinical Trials)

IML 5 (Proof of Value) -
6 (Initial Clinical Trials)

IML7 (Validation of Solution) -
IML8 (Approval & Launch), CE mark granted

IML end IML 9 (Clinical Use) IML7 (Validation of Solution) -
IML8 (Approval & Launch)

IML7 (Validation of Solution) -
IML8 (Approval & Launch)

IML9 (Clinical Use)

Duration Max 30 months,
till Dec 2025

Max 24 months,
till Dec 2025

Max 24 months,
till Dec 2025

Max 9 months

EIT Grant Max 2M EUR, max 850K EUR/Y Max 1,5 M EUR, max 850K EUR/Y 1,5 M EUR, max 850K EUR/Y Max 350 K EUR

Specificities •2 HC providers identified at 
short proposal
•2 payers
•IT platform integration
•Replicability beyond project end
•Health economics

• On the market in 1 year 
after project end

•Access to use of 
data repositories/registers or biobanks
•On the market in 1 year after project end

•On the market in 1 year after project end

Clinical Dossier •1 ethics approval before start

Consortium •At short proposal: 2 entities
•At full proposal: Min 50% partners, 2 countries, industry + non-industry

-At short: Start-up alone
-At full proposal: > 2 entities, 50% partners

For Startup
driven projects

•<10 Y , 2 paid FTE, full time CEO
•SU at least 300 K EUR – 500 K EUR

•<10 Y , 2 paid FTE, full time CEO
•SU at least 150K EUR
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Entry Track Scale-up Track

Entry Track for early-stage companies that have 
begun their journey with our Partners, leading 
accelerators and incubators in Europe.

Scale-up track services for start-up companies 
beyond (pre-) seed phase, including those with first 
products in the market

Intensive incubation 
programmes for start-ups

Refine investor pitch and 
storytelling in Europe-wide 
competition

Bootcamps 

Catapult

Support entry into 
European and global  
markets

Support access to finance and investor readiness – as a 
service

Bridgehead

InvestHealth

Access to stakeholders and 
experts to support 
business growth

Gold Track

Creating new business 
ventures from big ideas

Wild Card Venture Centre of 
Excellence

Investor Network

Crowdfunding 
(Aecuvest)

Start-ups Meet 
Pharma

Visibility to corporates

Pan-EU investment 
opportunities

Access to equity

Middle or Late-stage co-
investment with corporates

Co-design validation 
studies

Access top mentors at 
European level

Mentoring & Coaching 
Network

ULabsCo-design validation 
studies in living labs

Start-ups Meet 
Healthcare 
Providers

Visibility to corporates

EIT Health support for start-ups and SMEs by maturity level

10-20 Mio €

0,5-10 Mio €

0,5-5 Mio €

Currently open
Currently closed

Pushing early-stage ideas
to markets in emerging
EU countries (incl. 
Estonia)

Jumpstarter
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Join our network of +3500 members!
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Join our network of +3500 members!

Jumpstarter workbook

https://www.dropbox.com/s/jz7hbxe4bfj5tse/Jumpstarter_Workbook_Master_EIT.pdf?dl=0
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Join our network of +3500 members!Bootcamp programs

• Training
• Validation
• Network

Get ready to go to market!
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Join our network of +3500 members!

on-line
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Join our network of +3500 members!

• 10 weeks on-line program
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Join our network of +3500 members!

• 6 weeks on-line program



EIT Health is supported by the EIT, 
a body of the European Union

15,9015,90

8,508,50

8,50

0,00

0,00 0,00

6,506,50

Join our network of +3500 members!

• on-line & on-site program in Lisbon, Barcelona and Copenhagen
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Some Scandinavian/Estonian start-ups supported by EIT Health 

Estonian start-ups
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Thank you!

Merike Leego, MBA, MSc, Innovation Lead
Phone: +46 731 553 023, +372 5281488 
Merike.Leego@eithealth.eu

EIT Health Scandinavia
Torsgatan 11, 8th floor
111 23 Stockholm, Sweden

EIT Health e.V.
Mies-van-der-Rohe-Str 1C
80807 Munich, Germany 

Contact points in Estonia

University of Tartu
Kadi Erik, kadi.erik@ut.ee, Vallo Mulk, 
vallo.mulk@ut.ee

Tartu University Hospital
Katrin Kaarna, katrin.kaarna@kliinikum.ee

Tartu Biotechnology Park 
Sven Parkel, sven.parkel@biopark.ee, Airi Kaasik,
airi@biopark.ee

mailto:Merike.Leego@eithealth.eu
mailto:kadi.erik@ut.ee
mailto:vallo.mulk@ut.ee
mailto:katrin.kaarna@kliinikum.ee
mailto:sven.parkel@biopark.ee
mailto:airi@biopark.ee

